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Topic: Geography California Year: 5 Term: Autumn 

Things you could include in your Knowledge Organiser

Key Vocabulary

Key Events 

Things your pupils will know by the end 

Pictures, Images or maps of significance

Key figures 

Timelines of relevance

Diagrams with descriptions (age appropriate) 

NB. Add additional Pages if required

Text boxes you can arrange on you page

Insert a table or image as required from the 

‘Insert’ tab in the Menu

Vocabulary

Precipitation The name given to water falling from the clouds when it rains.

Treated Making water safe to drink.

Reservoir A place to store water that is built by humans.

Irrigation Applying water to crops to help them to grow.

Drought When rain does not fall and water supply is less. 

Groundwater Water that is deep underground.

Almonds A type of nut that is grown in California. Almonds need lots of water to grow.

Aqueduct Built to transport water from one place to another.

California is on the west 

coast of the United 

States of America.

Millions of people live in 

California in big cities 

like Los Angeles.

In 2011 there was a 
drought and 

California began to 
run out of water.

75% of the rain that falls 
in California, falls 
North of the city of 

sacramento.

75% of the water used is in the 

South of California. 

Most of California has a 

mediterranean climate. A Lot of 

water is used for drinking, 

washing people and clothes 

and irrigation.
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