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Welcome to Year 
One



A bit about us
► Edmund Rice School – Part of a global network of over 200 

schools worldwide.

► We are highly oversubscribed in all year groups with large 
waiting lists for places.

► We are a Catholic school and we follow the RED Curriculum 
as advised by the Archdiocese. We also follow the 
Archdiocesan approved ‘Journey in Love’ scheme for our 
Relationship and Sex Education lessons. This is undertaken on 
a termly basis for a week and we will inform you of this nearer 
the time.

► Behaviour - We are clear with our expectations of behaviour 
and have a real focus on behaviour for learning. 

► Above and beyond – In the spirit of Edmund Rice, all 
Teaching staff volunteer their time to undertake an after 
school club so all children can attend at some point in the 
year. 

► Parking – Please do not park in the roads opposite school. 
You will receive a fine by the Private Parking Company.

► Health and safety before and after school – Under no 
circumstances should children be running around school site 
(including steps and ramps) or climbing on play equipment. 



Day-to-Day Running of the School
► Gates open at 8.40am each day.
► School starts promptly at 8:55am and finishes at 3:05pm
► Please ensure children arrive on time each day. If your 

child arrives late to school you must bring them to the 
main school gate. 

► Excellent attendance and punctuality are crucial for 
success. As a school any requests for leave of absence are 
unauthorised. Holidays during term time are always 
unauthorised and referred to the Local Authority for a 
fine.

► We pride ourselves on having attendance above the 
national level, however, we need your continued support 
to achieve this. 

► Children should bring labelled water bottles and PE kits

► Water bottles: We do not allow ‘Stanley size’ water 
bottles, Air Up water bottles or flavoured water of any 
kind.

► Smart Watches or Apple Watches are not allowed.



Learning overviews



Learning overviews



Reading/Homework
► We do not give formal homework in Year 1. We would encourage you to 

read regularly both with and to your child and to chat about what you 
read. 

► Reading books are given out every Friday.
► Please ensure that they are sent into school in the bookbag everyday so 

teachers can hear children read.

► RWI books match the phonics sounds your child is learning at school.

► Parents can review the sounds (speed sounds) at the front of each book 
with their child before reading.

► Children read the same book multiple times over the week to build 
fluency. Repetition builds confidence and supports memory retention.

► Set aside 10–15 minutes each day to read.

► We use a phonics first approach. Please encourage your child to use their 
"Fred Talk" (sounding out) to decode words.

► Please ensure your child’s yellow reading record is signed.

Children will be given logins to Numbots– great website for practising 
maths



Phonics Screening Check

► Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking the Phonics Screening Check 
during the same week in June.

► Your child will be sat with their teacher and will be asked to read 40 words 
aloud. There will be 2 sections with 20 words in each section.

► The aim of the check is to ensure that all children are able to read by the 
end of Year 2.

► It helps the school to confirm whether each child has made the expected 
progress.

After the Screening Check…

► We will tell you about your child's progress in phonics and how he or she has 
done in the screening check in the final half term of Year 1.

► Children will be scored against a national standard (threshold yet to be 
determined by DfE)

► If your child's score falls below the national standard they have to re-take the 
Phonics Screening Check in year 2.



Communication

► Open communication between home and school is essential.

► Please use email, phone or arrange appointments to discuss queries

► Teachers are available at the end of the day. However, we ask that you wait 
until all children have been safely dismissed to their adult before discussing 
anything with us. 

► Please avoid using WhatsApp or social media to discuss school matters.

► Dojo’s are not a platform for communication.

► Newsletter – Please read this on a weekly basis.

► Instagram – Follow @runnymedestedwards

► Please download Arbor App – Parents/Carers must update medical and 
dietary information. 

► Ensure we have at least 3 emergency contacts



Lunches

► Our catering providers ‘Palmer Howells’ offer a wonderful 
menu. All meals are prepared fresh on site. 

► School lunches are ‘free’ under the universal free school 
meal offer for children in Reception to Year 2. 

► We ask you to talk to your child about the menu choices 
and we ask you to ensure your child knows how to use a 
knife and fork correctly!

► Please ensure your Arbor account is in credit. Any debt 
accrued will result in your child no longer being able to stay 
for a hot dinner.

► We ask all families to check if you are eligible for free 
school meals. As a school we benefit from additional 
income from the Government!



Working Together

► Partnership between home and school is key to success.

► Encourage your child to talk about their learning at 
home.

► Support with reading, homework and practising key 
skills but if your child is tired from their full day of 
learning please do not put pressure on them.

► Attend school events and celebrations where possible.

► Together, we create the best opportunities for all 
children.



Find Out More
► Visit our school website for more information:

► www.runnymedestedwards.co.uk

► Thank you for coming!

http://www.runnymedestedwards.co.uk
http://www.runnymedestedwards.co.uk

