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Biomes 

A large ecosystem is called a biome. A biome contains 

particular plant and animal groups, which are adapted to that 

particular environment. There are five major types of biomes: 

aquatic, grassland, forest, desert, and tundra. 

 

 

 

 

 Key Knowledge and Vocabulary 

climate The weather conditions prevailing in an area in 

general or over a long period 

biome A large naturally occurring community of flora 

and fauna occupying a major habitat, 

e.g. forest or tundra 

temperature Relating to or denoting a region or climate 
characterized by mild temperatures 

continent A very large mass of land (Europe, Asia, Africa, 
North and South America, Australia, Antarctica) 

polar An area of land surrounding the North and South 
Poles   

tundra A vast, flat, treeless Arctic region of Europe, Asia, 
and North America in which the subsoil is 

permanently frozen 

seasons A cycle of weather changes divided into four 
parts, winter, spring, summer, and autumn 

weather The day-to-day conditions and changes in the 
atmosphere 

equator imaginary line halfway around the earth which is 
between the North and South Poles. 

 

 

 

Weather  

The weather describes the day-to-day 

conditions of the atmosphere. Weather 

can change quickly - one day it can be dry 

and sunny and the next day it may rain.  

Climate  

The climate describes average weather 

conditions over longer periods and over 

large areas. Climate zones are areas 

around the world with a certain pattern of 

weather. The main climate zones are: 

Tropical, Arid, Temperate, Polar, 

Continental and Mediterranean. The 

Mediterranean climate is characterised by 

dry summers and mild, wet winters 

whereas the Tropical climate is very warm 

and wet throughout the year. 

 


